Treatment decisions in paediatric dialysis: children's versus parental rights.
Treatment decisions in Paediatric Dialysis are often fraught with ethical questions about how to serve the best interests of children on dialysis, especially when parents refuse recommended treatment and opt for non-optimal interventions. This paper reviews the issues of children's rights, as guaranteed in the United Nations Covenant on Children's Rights and the Israel's Patients' Rights Law, and presents several case vignettes where conflict between children's rights for optimal treatment and parental desires arose. The paper concludes with policy recommendations to assure that children's expressed desires and medical needs are met, including the establishment of multidisciplinary committees to address the needs of children on dialysis and their families.